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THE 2008-2009 RHYTHM ROAD: AMERICAN MUSIC ABROAD 
PROGRAM ANNOUNCES BRIAN HORTON QUARTET TOUR DATES 

BRIAN HORTON QUARTET CHOSEN FOR ASIAN TOUR  
TO ADVANCE CULTURAL EXCHANGE 

 

For High Res photos: http://www.jalc.org/TheRoad_noFl/embassy.html#horton  
 
Who/What: 
Jazz at Lincoln Center and the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of Educational & 
Cultural Affairs announced the Brian Horton Quartet will tour Asia with The Rhythm 
Road: American Music Abroad program.  The jazz quartet from North Carolina was 
selected from a pool of 89 applicants to travel abroad and promote cross-cultural 
understanding. International tour activities include public concerts, master classes, 
lecture-demonstrations, workshops, jam sessions, media outreach and collaborations 
with local musicians. 
 
Where/When: 
Brian Horton Quartet will tour to Kazakhstan (May 19-25), Turkey (May 26-June 5), 
Azerbaijan (June 6-10), and Uzbekistan (June 11-17). 

*Dates and locations subject to change 
 



 

How: 
For more information visit The Rhythm Road: American Music Abroad at 
www.jalc.org/TheRoad. In addition, you can listen to music and stories about the 
program free of charge on Jazz at Lincoln Center Radio at 
http://www.jalc.org/jazzcast/program.asp?programNumber=262 and 
http://www.jalc.org/jazzcast/program.asp?programNumber=205   
 
Sponsorship: 
The Rhythm Road: American Music Abroad program is made possible with 
underwriting support from the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the 
United States Department of State. 
 
For more information: 
Bridget Wilson, Associate, Public Relations, Jazz at Lincoln Center (212) 258.9868, 
bwilson@jalc.org; Maury Donahue, (212) 614-4966, maury.donahue@bm.com; David 
C. Grier, U.S. Department of State, (202) 203.7007, GrierDC@State.gov.    
 
- - - 

BRIAN HORTON QUARTET is deeply rooted in the traditions of blues, groove and 
jazz music. The Durham, North Carolina based ensemble explores multi-cultural 
rhythms and encourages improvisation, revisiting jazz standards with fresh ideas to 
craft original, spontaneous composition. The band developed through the study of 
masters—such as jazz greats Dexter Gordon, Duke Ellington and Charles Mingus—as 
well as through new, global urban grooves.  

Brian Horton (saxophone) is a composer, saxophonist, producer and jazz educator 
from Kinston, North Carolina. He graduated from North Carolina Central University 
with a bachelor’s degree in jazz performance in the spring of 1997. Two years later he 
obtained a master’s degree at the Aaron Copeland School of Music in Queens, New 
York under the direction of Jimmy Heath and the late Sir Roland Hanna. Since that 
time he has worked as a bandleader, sideman and composer/arranger for such 
renowned jazz musicians as Hanna, Winard Harper, Louie Bellson, Clark Terry and 
Delfeayo Marsalis. Horton is known for his attention to detail and melody, especially 
in his ballads. As a composer and arranger his music has been featured in several 
independent documentaries for Columbia and Stanford Universities, ESPN, 
FootLocker and director Spike Lee. Horton currently is a visiting professor at North 
Carolina Central University, alongside artist-in-residence Branford Marsalis. 

Jaimeo Brown (drums) is emerging as one of the pre-eminent new drummers on the 
jazz music scene. Comfortable in settings that range from jazz club to arena, Brown 
began his drum career at age 16 with his father, bassist, Dartanyan Brown; his 
mother, pianist and woodwind specialist, Marcia Miget; and drum teacher, Sly 
Randolph, a Bernard Purdie protégé from Harlem. In a mere 10 years, Brown has 
performed with a wide range of musicians including Stevie Wonder, Carlos Santana, 
Wynton Marsalis, Kamaal (aka Q-Tip), Carl Craig, Kenny Garrett, Steve Turre, Pharoah 
Sanders and Bobby Hutcherson.  Brown’s second album with tenor saxophonist, 
Greg Tardy will soon be released.  

Ameen Saleem (bass) has toured Latin America, Russia, and Eastern Europe in 
previous tours with the U.S. State Department. Born and raised in Washington D.C., 
Saleem studied bass with the District of Columbia Youth Orchestra Program and the 



 

Duke Ellington School of the Arts. In addition, Saleem graduated magna cum laude 
from North Carolina Central University and earned his master’s degree from the 
Aaron Copeland School of Music at Queens College.  Saleem currently resides in 
Brooklyn, New York.  

Ernest Turner (piano) has been an active member of the New Orleans and North 
Carolina music scenes since 1999. Turner received his bachelor’s degree in jazz 
studies from Loyola University and later obtained his master’s degree in jazz studies 
from the University of New Orleans. While in New Orleans, Turner played with and 
befriended many great jazz musicians, including Delfeayo, Jason and Ellis Marsalis; 
Irvin Mayfield and the New Orleans Jazz Orchestra; Adonis Rose; Ed Peterson; Harold 
Batiste; Steve Masakowski; Tony Dagradi; Johnny Vidacovich; Brice Winston; John 
Mahoney and Michael Pellera. Turner currently serves as instructor of jazz piano at 
East Carolina University and is involved in various musical endeavors in the North 
Carolina area.  
 
- - - 
 
Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Jazz at Lincoln Center is dedicated to inspiring and growing audiences for jazz. With 
the world-renowned Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra and a comprehensive array of 
guest artists, Jazz at Lincoln Center advances a unique vision for the continued 
development of the art of jazz by producing a year-round schedule of performance, 
education and broadcast events for audiences of all ages. These productions include 
concerts, national and international tours, residencies, yearly hall of fame inductions, 
weekly national radio and television programs, recordings, publications, an annual 
high school jazz band competition and festival, a band director academy, jazz 
appreciation curriculum for students, music publishing, children’s concerts, lectures, 
adult education courses, student and educator workshops and interactive websites. 
Under the leadership of Artistic Director Wynton Marsalis, Chairman Lisa Schiff and 
Executive Director, Adrian Ellis, Jazz at Lincoln Center will produce nearly 3,000 
events during its 2008-09 season in its home in New York City, Frederick P. Rose Hall 
and around the world. For more information, visit www.jalc.org. 
 
U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs  
U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs promotes 
mutual understanding between the United States and other countries through 
international educational and exchange programs. Through its Cultural Programs 
Division, the Bureau supports a variety of cultural exchanges programs that support 
U.S. foreign policy, foster America's artistic excellence, and demonstrate America’s 
respect and appreciation for other cultures and traditions.  The Rhythm Road: 
American Music Abroad program presents selected professional American 
performers of jazz and urban music on concert tours in countries with limited 
exposure to live American culture.   
For more information, visit 
http://exchanges.state.gov/education/citizens/culture/index.htm. 
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