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nesuhi ertegun jazz hall of fame

OPEN JUKEBOX | "

Louis Armstrong

I've got to do it
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- “My whole lifc has been happiness.” Louls Armstrong liked to say, and he managed to make
e everyone who heard him feel that no matter haw bad things got, everything was bound to tum
- out all right. But his warm, unaffactad presence somatimes masked the fact that he was also the

¥ most Influential Innovator In the histary of jazz.

He was horn in the poorest neighborhood in New Qrleans, and the story of hls rise js as
astonishing, as Inexplicable—and 3s American—as Abraham Lincoln's. While in Fletcher
Henderson’s band in 1924 and 1925 he introduced the world to the super-syncopsted

HISTORICAL TIMELINE

| AUGUST 4, 1907

Louis Armstrang is born in New Orleans, Louisiana. f- Young Armstrong moves int
d . a two-room house with his

His fi L Wil Willie™ A ), he Famil! i X o .
is father, William "Willie™ Armstrong, abandons the family when Louis i mother, and ﬂster, Beatrlce.

is just an infant. and his young mother, Mary Ann. leaves her son in her
mather's care for the first five years of his life. "Little Louis” would i They live in stark povarty in the heart of
always belleve that he was born on "a blasting Fourth of July. { came black Storyville, the city's red-light
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NEW JAZZ WEBSITE LAUNCHED

WWW.JALC.ORG/HALLOFFAME
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WHO/WHAT: Jazz at Lincoln Center announced today the launch of the Nesuhi Ertegun Jazz Hall

of Fame (NEJHF) website. The site features comprehensive information on

the NEJHF's 30 inductees, including Louis Armstrong, John Coltrane, Django

Reinhardt, Coleman Hawkins and Ella Fitzgerald among others. Highlights include

slideshows of archival photographs, a streaming jukebox that plays some of the most

iconic songs in jazz in their full-length and dynamic timelines that chronicle the lives

of each artist and the whole of jazz history. This educational resource will be updated

as new members are inducted.

WHERE/WHEN: Online now at www jalc.org/halloffame and in perscon in Frederick P. Rose Hall, Home
of Jazz at Lincoln Center, on Broadway at 60th Street, New York City. The NEJHF is
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free and open to the public Tuesday-Sunday 10 am. to 4 p.m. and to ticket holders in

the evening.

HOW: For more information on Jazz at Lincoln Center visit: www jalc.org

CONTACT: Bridget Wilson, Assistant, Public Relations (212) 258.9868 or via email

bwilson@jalc.org

The Nesuhi Ertegun Jazz Hall of Fame is supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Cadifiac is the Lead New York Sponsor of Jazz at Lincoln Center.



