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JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER’S 

2008 SPRING GALA RAISES $1.4 MILLION FOR JAZZ PERFORMANCE AND EDUCATION

To download high-resolution event photos, go to:
http://wireimage.com/ItemListings.aspx?igi=319197&nbc1=1
Wednesday evening (May 28, 2008), Jazz at Lincoln Center held its 7th Annual Spring Gala themed Spring Swing at its home, Frederick P. Rose Hall, raising over $1.4 million to benefit the nearly 3,000 performance, education and broadcast events it produces each year.  Showing their support of jazz throughout the festive and elegant evening was a distinguished list of guests including Jazz at Lincoln Center Board Chairman Lisa and David T. Schiff and Board members John Arnhold, Alan D. Cohn, Diane M. Coffey, Gordon J. Davis, Gail May Engelberg, Hughlyn F. Fierce, Michael D. Fricklas, Jonathan F.P. Rose, Mark Rosenthal, Ashley R. Schiff, Paul C. Schorr, IV, Melanie Shorin.  The New York scene included special guest supporters of Jazz at Lincoln Center including, Patricia Blanchet, Glenn Close, Mica Ertegun, Fernanda Kellogg, Debra Lee, Tonya Lewis Lee and Spike Lee, Bill and Phyllis Mack, Andre Leon Talley, Michelle Williams, Phoebe Jacobs and many others.  
This year’s corporate sponsors were Efraim Grinberg, Movado; Tim Murphy, MasterCard Worldwide; Tony Ponturo, Anheuser-Busch; Karen K. Rafferty, Cadillac.  Participating sponsor was Czechvar.
Opening the spectacular concert, famed R&B crooner and Academy Award-nominated James Ingram delighted the audience with a soulful arrangement of “My Funny Valentine.” Accompanied by a big band ensemble, he then launched into “Just Once,” Ingram’s hit song.

Jazz chanteuse Patti Austin, donning a stunning red gown by Marisa Baratelli and dazzling diamond jewelry designed by Natalie K, took the stage to perform her 2008 GRAMMY® - award winning album Avant Gershwin in its entirety.  Accompanied by a 19-piece orchestra, Austin’s brought the house down with her soulful vocals on Gershwin tunes including “I’ll Build a Stairway to Paradise,” “Who Cares” and “Love Walked In/Love is Sweeping the Country.”  Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Artistic Director Wynton Marsalis then joined Austin and the orchestra on stage for trumpet solos on moving renditions of “Shawnee” and “Lady Be Good.“

Following the stellar concert, guests entered the Atrium and The Allen Room for dinner and dancing to the rousing swing rhythms of The Ron Sunshine Band.  On the fifth floor Arcade, the centerpiece was a lavish, custom walnut bar known as the Czechbar hospoda, or old-world Czech style beerhouse, where the 575 dinner guests enjoyed the Czechvar beverages throughout the night. 

The sleek and modern décor in the Atrium and The Allen Room by David Beahm included gala dinner tables adorned with miniature glowing “city scapes:” clear glass water-filled vessels featuring floating candles and delicate, crisp white rose heads.  Guests dined on togarashi-cured salmon napoleon, southern-style rack of lamb, jazz torte and pear brulée by Great Performances, exclusive caterer for Jazz at Lincoln Center, 
For more information please visit www.jalc.org
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