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JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER’S 

2008 FALL GALA RAISES FUNDS FOR JAZZ PERFORMANCE AND EDUCATION, 
HONORS KEN BURNS WITH ED BRADLEY AWARD
To download high-resolution event photos, go to:
http://www.jalc.org/about/gallery/2008_Fall_Gala/index.htm 
On November 10, Jazz at Lincoln Center held its annual Fall Gala at its home, Frederick P. Rose Hall, raising funds to benefit the nearly 3,000 performance, education and broadcast events the organization produces each year.   Showing their support of jazz throughout the festive and elegant evening was a distinguished list of guests including Jazz at Lincoln Center Board Chairman Lisa Schiff, Executive Director Adrian Ellis and Board members Shahara Ahmad-Llewellyn, John Arnhold, Dick Cashin, Diane M. Coffey, Alan D. Cohn, Gordon J. Davis, Gail Engelberg, Hughlyn Fierce, Marlene Hess, Thomas H. Lee, John Levin, Peter Norton, Jonathan Rose, Mark Rosenthal,  Melanie Shorin and Dr. Agnes Varis.  

Special guest supporters of Jazz at Lincoln Center were also in attendance including Patricia Blanchet; New York City Council Member Gale A. Brewer; Director and Producer Ken Burns; Geoffrey Canada, President and CEO of Harlem Children’s Zone; Phoebe Jacobs, Executive Vice President of The Louis Armstrong Educational Foundation, Inc; Georgette Mosbacher; Casey Ribicoff and William Rondina.
The event opened with a special presentation of the Ed Bradley Award to Emmy® award winning documentarian Ken Burns.   Chairman of Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Board, Lisa Schiff welcomed the gala guests by saying “in these troubling, difficult and uncertain times, you have chosen to support our organization by being here with us. For that and for the support you give us by attending our concerts and educational programs during the year, we are profoundly grateful.”  Ed Bradley’s wife, Patricia Blanchet, presented Burns with the award.  In her remarks, Blanchet called Burns a “prolific and influential filmmaker whose signature techniques changed the face and public perception of documentary filmmaking.”  She said, “his works are a treasure trove whose topics he’s covered reflect his broad intellectual curiosity about American history, including one of Ed’s personal favorites, ‘Jazz.’” 

Artistic Director Wynton Marsalis then welcomed the 1006 concert guests, congratulating Ken Burns and thanking the organization’s board of directors and gala corporate chairs Dr. Agnes Varis, Agvar Chemicals, Inc. and Michael V. Valerio, Cadillac.  The Wynton Marsalis Sextet kicked off the gala concert, themed A Celebration of the Music of Nat “King” Cole, with stirring renditions of “Sweet Lorraine” and “Body and Soul,” two tunes, Marsalis recalled, that Cole loved.   
GRAMMY® award-winning George Benson took the stage opening his set with his beloved tune “Breezin.’”  He was then accompanied by the Orchestra of St. Luke’s to perform chart-topping hits made famous by Nat “King” Cole including “Nature Boy,” “Mona Lisa” and “Stardust.”  Wynton Marsalis returned to the stage to perform “Route 66” and “When I Fall In Love” with Benson and the Orchestra of St. Luke’s.  Vocalist Janey Clewer joined Benson in a passionate rendition of “Unforgettable” before a six-piece choir accompanied him on “Ramblin’ Rose” and “Looking Back.” Benson concluded his set with his chart-topping “On Broadway,” bringing the gala crowd to its feet.
Following the stellar concert, guests entered the Atrium and The Allen Room for dinner and dancing to the rousing swing rhythms of The Ted Nash Quintet.    

The Moroccan-themed design by David Beahm in the Atrium and The Allen Room was inspired by the song “Caravan” which was written by Edward Kennedy “Duke’ Ellington, Juan Tizol and Irving Mills and performed by Nat “King” Cole on his album After Midnight.  Each dinner table was topped with a low footed, antique gold compote filled to overflowing with masses of Autumnal flowers in shades of ruby, fuchsia, rust, gold and chocolate brown with accents of pomegranates and cascading grapes.  Each arrangement was surrounded by a cluster of flickering hot pink and orange glass votives.  Guests dined on French breast of free range chicken, truffled mushroom duxelle, wild mushroom risotto and apple dumplings and cinnamon ice cream by Great Performances, exclusive caterer for Jazz at Lincoln Center.
For more information please visit www.jalc.org
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