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For Immediate Release:
NOVEMBER 14, 2011
SWING UNIVERSITY: WINTER 2012, ADULT EDUCATION
Phil Schaap, Connie Crothers, Dr. Larry Ridley, and Ben Young
Enhance Your Appreciation for Jazz
Who/What/When:
Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Swing University, led by Curator Phil Schaap, offers a deeper understanding and appreciation of jazz through adult education classes for everyone from novice to aficionado.  Insights and expertise are shared by award-winning jazz scholars, historians, and musicians who have witnessed the history first-hand.  The Winter term includes pianist Connie Crothers, bassist Dr. Larry Ridley, WKCR Director and historian Ben Young, and Phil Schaap.
Visit jalc.org/swingu for more information.
Winter 2012 term includes:
· JAZZ 101 with Phil Schaap 
8 Monday Nights: 1/23, 1/30, 2/6, 2/13, 2/27, 3/5, 3/12, & 3/19; 6:30pm-8:30pm

Discover the A to Z of jazz. Learn about the Crescent City pioneers who taught musicians everywhere how to swing and the Big Band Era heartthrobs who brought jazz into prime time. Relive the bebop revolution and follow its descendents—cool, hard bop, modal, and free jazz—into the modern era.

· LENNIE’S LISTENING LESSONS with Connie Crothers 

8 Monday Nights: 1/23, 1/30, 2/6, 2/13, 2/27, 3/5, 3/12, & 3/19; 6:30pm-8:30pm

Lennie Tristano, a virtuoso jazz pianist and a primary performer in the bebop and cool years of the 1940s and 1950s, was also a pioneer in jazz education. Lennie Tristano had his students listen to Lester Young (1936-1941), Billie Holiday (primarily in The Swing Era), Roy Eldridge, Charlie Christian, Charlie Parker, Fats Navarro, and Bud Powell (1944-1953). Lennie Tristano’s credo was: if you listened to these artists, then you would know jazz.  Connie Crothers, a virtuoso jazz pianist, has been the central teacher of Lennie’s Listening Lessons since Tristano’s death in 1978.  She will explain why these artists provide the essence of jazz and how Tristano guided the listener to their music.  Sometimes, just like Lennie, she’ll demonstrate from the piano.

· JAZZ 201 with Phil Schaap 

8 Tuesday Nights: 1/24, 1/31, 2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28, 3/6, & 3/13; 6:30pm-8:30pm

These in-depth sessions will open your ears to the music of known and lesser-known masters.  How did King Oliver help invent the jazz solo?  What was Bill Evans' role in Miles Davis' Kind of Blue? In Jazz 201 you'll learn to hear the details.

· JAZZ 301 with Phil Schaap 

7 Wednesday Nights: 1/25, 2/1, 2/8, 2/15, 2/22, 2/29 & 3/7 with optional final on 3/14; 6:30pm-9:30pm

You may know of King Oliver, but what about Freddie Keppard? Can you distinguish John Coltrane from Sonny Rollins by ear? These intensive three-hour classes will help you answer these questions as we chart the same Jazz 101 and 201 trajectory but in greater depth.  An optional final will be given two weeks after the last class and outstanding students will receive a certificate signed by Wynton Marsalis and Phil Schaap. 

· WES MONTGOMERY with Dr. Larry Ridley 

4 Wednesday Nights: 1/25, 2/1, 2/8, & 2/15; 6:30pm-8:30pm

Wes Montgomery was the most influential jazz guitarist of the 1960s and remains an icon on his instrument for all. Professor Dr. Larry Ridley, who is from Montgomery’s hometown of Indianapolis, knew him well and played bass extensively with him.

· ORNETTE COLEMAN with Ben Young 

4 Wednesday Nights: 2/22, 2/29, 3/7, & 3/14; 6:30pm-8:30pm

Alto saxophonist Ornette Coleman created a new approach to jazz music in the mid and late 1950s called free jazz.  In 2007, Coleman won the Pulitzer Prize for Music. GRAMMY® nominated jazz historian Ben Young has been the Director of WKCR since 2004. 

Where:
Irene Diamond Education Center at Frederick P. Rose Hall, home of Jazz at Lincoln Center, Broadway at 60th Street, New York, NY.
How: 
Courses from $125 to $250. To enroll, visit jalc.org/swingu or call 212-258-9922.
Single class tickets, from $30-45, are available for cash purchase at the door on the evening of the class.  
Sponsorship:

Bloomberg is the lead corporate sponsor of Swing University.
Jazz at Lincoln Center gratefully acknowledges The Irene Diamond Fund for its major support of programming in the Irene Diamond Education Center.
For more information:

Bridget Wilson
Associate, Public Relations 

Phone 212-258-9868
Email bwilson@jalc.org
High res photo available upon request.












