
Essentially Ellington 2010
Membership Renewal 

Survey Results

Last school year, over 1500 schools were members of Essentially Ellington. So far
this year, over 1,000 have rejoined the program and received our new resource
package, featuring the music of Duke Ellington and Mary Lou Williams. When
renewing members signed up for this year’sprogram, we took the opportunity to
ask them a few questions about last year’spackage and how they used the
resources.



Which of the 2008-09 charts 
did you rehearse and perform?

Rehearsed Performed

Perdido 649 64.38% 306 30.36%

Jeep's Blues 596 59.13% 299 29.66%

Again and 
Again

513 50.89% 201 19.94%

Symphony in 
Riffs

490 48.61% 200 19.84%

Moon Over 
Cuba

485 48.12% 192 19.05%

Movin' 
Uptown

453 44.94% 159 15.77%

Survey results are out of 1014 respondents



Which EE resources did you use during 2008-09?

Resource
# of 

schools
%of 

schools

EE CD 897 88.99%

EE Website 733 72.72%

EE Newsletter 524 51.98%

Online teaching 
guides

198 19.64%

Online repertoire 
recordings

357 35.42%

Online JLCO 
rehearsal videos

321 31.85%

Survey results are out of 1014 respondents



What EE resources did you participate in during 
2008-09?

Resource
# of 

schools
%of 

schools

Submitted 
Competition 

recording
94 9.33%

Submitted 
Comments Only 

recording
13 1.29%

Band Director 
Academy

53 5.26%

EE Regional 
Festival

41 4.07%

EE Essay Contest 28 2.78%

Survey results are out of 1014 respondents



Rank how important the following elements 
were to you in 2008-09:

13%
4%

12%

8%63%

Free Resources

12%
12%

30%
22%

24%

Addition of non-
Ellington Repertoire

8%
11%

30%
20%

31%

Added resources
1 - not important

2 - somewhat important

3 - important

4 - very important

5 - extremely important

Survey results are out of 1014 respondents



What effect does receiving EE charts for free 
have on your annual print music purchases?

77%

9%

14%

It enables me to purchase 
more print music each 
year.

It reduces the amount of 
print music that I 
purchase each year

Neither of the above; I 
purchase the same 
amount of pring music 
each year.

Survey results are out of 1014 respondents



A few thoughts from renewing band directors…

“I use ‘authenticity’ of jazz 
repertoire as the bible of my 
teaching. Thanks for 
supporting me!”

“EE provides me the 
opportunity to 
connect kids to the 
historical and cultural 
significance of Duke 
Ellington and other 
jazz legends”

“This initiative 
has lead to a 
renaissance of 
classic jazz 
repertoire in 
programming. 
Long live EE!!”

“The music was wonderful 
and teaching resources were 
very helpful. Even though my 
group is not able to perform 
the charts yet, it gives them 
an idea of the goals they can 
strive for to improve their 
playing and musicianship.”

“This program has been 
instrumental in building a 
better jazz program at our 
school.”


